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From the District Director 

 I sometimes feel I have not fulfilled my duties as District 

Director over the past year.  My job as site supervisor of security 

at Hershey Chocolate of Virginia have consumed more of my time 

than it should have.  Running short staffed on security is no fun. 

 We have the District meeting and show coming up in Sep-

tember 8 ï 10 in Gettysburg, PA.  This will be in conjunction with 

several other districts.  There will be a special section in the show 

for our District trophies.  I plan to arrive there on Wednesday night 

and be there through Saturday.  The ARS Board of Directors meet-

ing is on Thursday.  More information and a registration form are 

enclosed in this issue. 

 Planning ahead is one of the key issues I have to keep in 

mind for the District.  With that in mind, the Pre-Spring Meeting 

and Seminars for 2018 will be held in Staunton as per the decision 

in the March meeting.  I need someone to come forward to host the 

2018 fall Meeting and Show.  The fall meeting will be an impor-

tant one as we will be electing District officers for the next three 

years.  My term as District Director will be up and I am not eligi-

ble to run again as I will have served two terms. 

 There were three shows scheduled in the District for spring 

with one having to be cancelled due to weather conditions.  Rain is 

something we always like to see on our roses but there is always 

too much of a good thing.  That is what happened with the Mary-

land show.  The shows for Arlington and Richmond were held and 

the results are published here. 

 Several societies have given up their shows mainly because 

of lack of manpower to put the show on.  I never like to see an or-

ganization having to scale down on operations but sometimes it is 

necessary.  I donôt know the answer to building membership.  In 

my society, the membership is the lowest it has been in the 30 plus 

years I have been a member.  Interest in our meetings has grown.  I 

was very pleased with the attendance at our June seminar.  You 

will notice I called it a seminar because we did not have a business 

meeting.  We have accomplished this be use of a page on Face-

book and other means of getting the word out.  We have tried to 
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develop better educational seminars which has also helped. 

(continued on page 2) 

 I am very willing to visit your society.  Because of my work I cannot travel any distance on weekdays, 

but can on Saturday or Sunday.  If you would like for me to give a talk at your Society, just let me know.  I am 

planning to put together a PowerPoint presentation of what I do with my roses.  Everyone has that procedure 

they do that works well from them.  I have spent the past 30 years going to District meetings and local meet-

ings looking at what others are doing.  From that I have developed a procedure that works well for me.  In the 

presentation you will be able to see what I do and the results I get from it. 

 I hope to see many of you in Gettysburg.  I know the travel will be a stretch for some and not so much 

for others.  It should be a great time to share ideas and learn new tech-

niques. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rose Mosaic Virus 

by Charles Shaner 

 

 I need your thoughts on this one.  I have had several roses in the past with Rose Mosaic Virus.  I have 

been in seminars where it was discussed and know there is nothing you can do for it. 

 From what I have heard from these seminars, the virus is transmitted from the root stock and is not 

contagious.  I have a Midas Touch that has it.  It seems to be worse one year than another.  I understand it may 

go a year or two and not show which it does on that variety.  I purchased a Dark Night hybrid tea from Ed-

mundôs this spring and it is showing rose mosaic.  It is a budded rose so the theory of coming from the root 

stock would seem to hold.   

 Here is the one that is puzzling to me.  I have a Paradise Found that I have had for many years and I 

rooted it so it is on its own roots.  It is from a bloom I got from a show table and has been a very strong grow-

ing plant producing really good blooms.  This year, for the first time, it is showing rose mosaic.   

 Is it possible the rose mosaic could have been in the cutting I acquired and have laid dormant for as 

much as ten years or more?  This is in a different bed than the Midas Touch and more than 50 feet from it.  It is 

further away than that from the Dark Night.  The Dark Night was planted in a new bed with virgin soil so that 

one had to have been in the root stock. 

 Does anyone know how it gets in the root stock and what causes it? 
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2017 National Fall Convention 

Rose Show, & Convention 

September 5ðSeptember 11, 2017 

 

Four Score and Roses Galore! 

 

 The Colonial District fall meeting and show will be held in conjunction with the 

National Fall Convention Rose Show and Penn-Jersey District Convention.  This will be 

held in Gettysburg, PA.  There will be a separate section in the show for the Colonial 

District trophies.   

 Schedules, show information and registration forms are too large to publish in the 

newsletter and may be found on the Colonial District website 

www.colonialdistrictroses.org. 

 

Convention Chair:  Nancy J. Redington; Phone (717) 264-6488 Cell (717) 404-6169 

E-mail rosered1@comcast.net 

 

Convention Hotel,  Wyndham Gettysburg 

 

Reservations may be made by calling 717-339-0020 press ñ3ò to make reservations 

 

Reservations must be received by August 11, 2017 for special rates and mention Penn-

Jersey District of the ARS. 
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CR Report  

 There will like likely be a CR School the weekend of Sept 23-24 in Fairfax, Virginia, 

hosted by the Arlington Rose Foundation.  The exact date, time and location will be announced 

to all when it is established. 

 

EarthKind Roses and Disease-Resistant roses  

 

 In June, I accepted an invitation to attend the Potomac Rose Societyôs 2nd Annual 

Symposium on Disease-Resistant Roses.  Special guests were ARS President Pat Shanley and 

Gaye Hammond of the Houston Rose Society.  

 As most of you know, the All-American Rose Selection Organization closed in 2014 

with Francis Meilland being the last selection.  The American Rose Society came together 

with producers and hybridizers to form the American Garden Rose Selection group with the 

first awards in 2016.  Some of the key attributes of this group are as follows: 

 30% of score is disease resistance 

 There is regionality with sections as follows: 

  Northeast 

  Northwest 

  Southeast 

  Southwest 

  North Central 

  South Central 

 There is a fragrance award 

 80% rating with 3 regions is necessary for award winner 

 There are 11 trial gardens: 

  Mesa Community College Rose Garden, Mesa, AZ 

  Chicago Botanical Garden, Glencoe, IL 

  Edisto Memorial Garden, Orangeburg, SC 

  AG Center Botanical Gardens, Baton Rouge, LA 

  Master Gardeners, Rose Garden, Kennewick, WA 

  Portland International Test Garden, Portland, OR 

  Queens Botanical Gardens, Flushing, NY 

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from Page 4) 

  Reiman Gardens, Ames, IA 

  Trial Rose Garden, Farmers Branch, TX 

  San Jose Municipal Rose Garden, San Jose, CA 

  The Arboretum, State Botanical Garden, Lexington, KY 

  

I like the ideas with this group with one exception:  we do not seem to be represented either 

with regions or trial gardens.  I guess some of us look to the NE regionality and some to the 

SE.  

 Some of you have heard of the European group ADR, which is short for Allegemeine 

Deutche Rosennetheitenprufung.  This organization was started over 50 years ago primarily by 

Wilhelm Kordes.  They have had various evaluation objectives over the years and operate with 

11 independent test gardens in Germany.  Lately the organization has placed emphasis on dis-

ease- and pest-resistant roses.  Kordes has led the movement to eliminate spraying for disease, 

by eliminating spraying in their gardens and developing roses resistant to pests and disease. 

The French producer Meilland Family, as well as German producers Noack and Tantau, also 

participate in the ADR rose trials.  Star Roses, now owned by Ball Horticultural, carries 

Kordes disease-resistant roses.  Edmundôs Roses also carries ADR award roses.  Additionally, 

Roses Unlimited, Chamblee and Heirloom are suppliers of EarthKind roses.  

 The bottom line for me is that I believe the movement for disease-resistant roses has a 

great deal of importance for all of us who value the rose in one form or another.  Some of us 

grow roses for exhibition and some of us for how the roses look in our gardens.  I tend to be 

more of the latter, although I do occasionally exhibit.  I have 230 roses and only 17 are disease 

resistant.  Therefore, I must spray, but I pass over the 17 roses with anti-fungus spray and if I 

must replace any roses, I will strongly consider disease-resistant roses.  

 Everyone will have their own opinion on disease-resistant roses, but it certainly has 

value.  

 

Ray Shipley 

 



 

July 2017 Page 6 

  



 

Arlington 

Ms. Pam Powers 

14106 Rock Canyon Drive 

Centreville, VA  20121 

703.371.9351 

pam1powers@aol.com 

 

Bay Country 

Mrs. Martha Hill 

P. O. Box 3 

Greenbackville, VA  23356 

757.824.0613 

gibson1445@gmail.com 

 

Charleston 

Mr. John Fleek 

5114 Ridgecross Drive 

Cross Lanes, WV  25313 

304.776.4048 

fleek@suddenlink.net 

 

Garden Club of Virginia 

Sharri Leffel 

sleffel@comcast.net 

 

Huntington 

Monica Valentovic 

109 Cedar Court 

Lavalette, WV  25535 

304.697.0321 

valentov@marshall.edu  

 

 

 

Maryland 

Mr. David Walsh 

3136 Shiloh Road 

Hampstead, MD  21074 

410.374.1070 

shiloh@qis.net 

 

Northern Neck 

Ms. Connie DeBourdenave 

101 Starboard Court 

Heathsville, VA  22473 

804.580.4881 

conniedeb@mac.com 

 

Patrick Henry 

Mrs. Katherine Craig 

11 Oliver Drive 

Bassett, VA  24055 

276.629.7723 

roselady2@comcast.net 

 

Potomac 

Mr. Jay Jensen 

4946 Belpre Road 

Rockville, MD  20853 

301.460.1793 

belpre@gmail.com  

 

Richmond 

Carol Fox 

11066 Mt. Hope Church Rd. 

Doswell, VA  23047 

804.543.0417 

carolfox0722@gmail.com 

Shenandoah 

Mr. Charles Shaner 

93 Shaner Lane 

Staunton, VA  24401 

540.294.2875 

clshaner@yahoo.com 

 

Southern 

Mr. William Drinkwater 

846 Old Richmond Road 

Blackstone, VA  23824 

434.292.5782 

no email address 

 

Tidewater Rose Society 

Pat Quinn 

1305 Oak Park Ave. 

Norfolk, VA  23503 

727.231.8137 

PAQuinn726@gmail.com  

 

Virginia Peninsula 

Cindy Dunlap 

108 Anacostia Turn 

Yorktown, VA  23692 

757.867.7062 

cdunlap2@cox.net 

Presidents of Local Rose Societies  

OFFICERS OF THE COLONIAL DISTRICT  
 

Director: ...................... Charles L. Shaner ............ 540.294.2875 ........ clshaner@yahoo.com  

Vice Director: .............. Ray Shipley ..................... 301.729.8271 ........ navybug@atlanticbb.net  

Secretary: ................... Carol Fox ......................... 804.876.3140 ........ carolfox0722@gmail.com   

Treasurer: ................... Diana Klassy.................... 301.863.5186 ........ diana_n_roses@netzero.com 

Courier  Editor: ............ Charles L. Shaner ............ 540.294.2875 ........ clshaner@yahoo.com 

Webmaster: ................ Charles L. Shaner ............ 540.294.2875 ........ clshaner@yahoo.com 
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